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UB40, Gentleman & Bantu

„Rudie (Hold It Down)” (limited edition)
exclusively released in Germany only
limited edition of 20.000 units

RD: 23 June 2003

UB 40, the German reggae pioneers Gentleman and Bantu stand shoulder-to-shoulder setting a new precedent for the international Reggae community! 
UB40 stands for over 20 years of socially committed European reggae all over the world. Whenever the topic turns to classic reggae artists, UB40 and Bob Marley are mentioned in the same breath.  Time and again, UB40 have proven to be one of the most famous, active reggae acts of the world and together with Bob Marley, the most successful. Aside from these superlatives these eight musicians - whose original line-up has not once been changed -  constantly redefine the many possibilities of reggae and connect their music with social and political commitment. 
Gentleman, one of the most successful German reggae acts ever, along with the Bantu-brothers Adè and Don Abi, had no hesitation in taking part in the project with UB40,  their combined efforts resulting in this clear statement against violence. The German reggae representative´s musical roots lie, as does his heart, in his spiritual home, Jamaica. Last year, his fantastic second album "Journey To Jah" received the coveted Echo award 2003.

Bantu are the founders of the Afro-German benefit project Brothers Keepers and are well known for their explosive brand of reggae and hip hop. Although of German-Nigerian heritage, they grew up in Lagos with the sounds of music rebel Fela Kuti. "Music from Europe also was music from UB40 for us ...and songs like "Burden Of Shame" and "Sing Our Own Song" are the anti-apartheid-anthems that had a big influence on us and where we took our motivation from", explains Adè, the head of the band.

"Rudie (Hold It Down)" is a dancehall rocket with an unambiguous statement against any kind of violence. The song appeals to all rudeboys in this world: put down your weapons and stop the spiral of violence - or as Gentleman explains: "There is another way! Put down the gun! Try to live in peace and harmony."

This collaboration has already caused an international sensation in the reggae scene. Jamaican artists such as Beenie Man have also recorded their own version of the song. It will be released worldwide by the indie-label Nitty Gritty from Cologne. Simply said, this one-off German project has already developed into this season´s dancehall hit in Kingston, New York and London!
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